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61 Will Receive 
Service Awards 
At Annual Banquet 

Four employes of the Sprague Elec¬ 
tric Company will be honored by in¬ 
stallation into the Company’s Quarter- 
Century Club at the Annual Service 
Award Dinner of the Sprague Electric 
Company to be he’d at the Clarksburg 
Sportsmen’s Club on Thursday, Decem¬ 
ber 2. 

These honored employes who will 
receive their 25 year pins are Walter gj x Technical Radio 
W. Clark, Production Engineering De- „ . » 

partment Head, Frank S. Cassett, Contests A nnounced 

Foreman of F.P. Ovens and F.F . As- Messrs. Julian K. Sprague, Leon 
sembly, Frederick W. McNamara, Podolsky, Rev. Robert J. L. Williams, 
Purchasing Department Head, and Armand J. Bosse, Daniel F. Kelly and 
Dr. Preston Robinson, Director-Con- David Geiser are to be judges in a new 
sultant of the Company. type of contest designed to encourage 

The featured entertainer of the ev- newcomers in the field of technical 
ening, Mr. Sidney Radner of Boston, 1 rac |j 0 

has chosen the subject Crooked The contest is open to residents o r 
Gambling and Mental sm and should Adams, North Adams and Williams 
prove very interesting. town, and it offers ar» even better op- 

Besides the new 25-year employes, portunity of winning for the newcomer 
some 57 employes with 15 and 20 years than for the experienced old timer, 
of service will a so be present to receive s j nce the contest rules are based on 
their pins individually. Wives, hus- future accomplishment of the contest- 
bands or a friend of these long-service ants Six contests are offered in the 
employes will also be present. Among fields of constructional ability, origin- 
the invited guests will be the officers ality, youth, communications ability, 
and directors of the Company and their radiotelegraph receiving ability, and 
wives, Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. ra< Jio licensing. Contestants are urged 
Sprague, Mr. and Mrs. Julian K. ma ke simply constructed and in- 
Sprague, Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Spra- expe nsive articles. 

gue, Jr.. Mr. and Mrs. George B. Flood, The contest will expend from now 
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Nolan, Mr. until June I, 1955 at which time win- 
and Mrs. Neal W. Welch, Mr. and Mrs. ners w jH be awarded cash prizes. Those 
Ernest L. Ward, Dr. and Mrs. Wil w b 0 are interested in obtaining entry 
bur A. Lazier, Mr. and Mrs. Frank A. blanks or any further information 
Bond, Mr. and Mrs. I larry C. Robbins should contact David Geiser of the 
and Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Fhelps. Research and Engineering department 
Also invited are Factory Managers at bis home, 275 Kemp Avenue in 
Continued on Page 2 North Adams. 


Nashua Division Receives Coveted Safety Award 



Julian K. Sprague, left, President of the Company, receives a Safety 
Testimonial for our Nashua, New Hampshire Division, which was award¬ 
ed by the American Mutual Liability Insurance Company in recognition 
of more than two million man hours without a lost-time accident. The 
award is being presented by Mr. Neil Nelson, District Engineering Man¬ 
ager of the Insurance Company. The award was presented during the 
Family Day program at the Nashua plant which was held on October 9. ; 


A. J. Mathews Named 
To Safety Committee 

Arthur J. Mathews, Safety Di j 
rector of The Sprague Electric 
Company, was reappointed to 
serve on the Executive Committee 
of the Electrical Division of the 
National Safety Council at its 
annual conference held October 
18, 19, and 20 in Chicago. The 
Council is a functional organiza¬ 
tion which aims to discover new 
ways for eliminating hazards and 
accidents through the introduc¬ 
tion of improved safety equipment. 


Sprague Electric Hailed At Merit Court 
Of Associated Industries of Massachusetts 



Robert C. Sprague, left, founder and Chairman of the Board and 
Treasurer cf the Company, receives the Merit Award of the Associated 
Industries of Massachusetts from Roy F. Williams, AIM executive vice 
president, at tho annual AIM meeting in Boston recently. The Sprague 
company was one of 90 winning awards on the basis of noteworthy new 
products developed in Massachusetts during the past two years. The 
Company received the Merit Award for its Tantalex miniature hearing 
aid capacitor, and also was chosen for honorable mention for its Filmite 
“B" resistor. 

More Than 100 Attend Annual LOG Banquet 
Betty Jangrow, John Davis Receive Awards 

Netv Tax Law Widens 
Dependency Coverage 

Provisions of the new Internal Rev¬ 
enue Code recently enacted by Con¬ 
gress have broadened the definition of 
dependents to include the following: 

1. A child earning $600 or more a 
year can qualify as a dependent if he: 

a. is less than 19 years old at the end 
of the calendar year; or 

b. is 19 years old or over but is at¬ 
tending school, college or institutional 
on-farm training full time during each 
of five calendar months during the 
calendar year. 

2. Any individual who has his or her 
home with the taxpayer and is a mem 
ber of the taxpayer’s household, re¬ 
gardless of whether he is related to the 
taxpayer. 

3. Cousins in an institution because 
of mental or physical illness. 

Employes who believe they have 
reason to change their dependents’ total 
because of any of the above may ob¬ 
tain a W-4 form from the Payroll or 
Personnel Departments at the Marshall 
Street plant. The change is to be en¬ 
tered on this form. 

As far as the employe’s income tax 
return is concerned, the new dependents 
can be taken on 1954 income. 


More than 100 staff members and 
guests were in attendance Monday 
evening, November 15, at the gala 
annual banquet of the Sprague Electric 
LOG held at the Clarksburg Sports¬ 
men’s Club. 

Highlights of the evening included a 
steak dinner with all the trimmings, a 
lively program of entertainment by 
LOG staffers, the introduction of the 
honored guests, and the first presenta¬ 
tion of the LOG’s reporter achieve¬ 
ment awards. 

Recipients of these awards for 1954 
were Betty Jangrow, reporter for the 
Wire Coating Department at the 
Brown Street plant, whose first prize 
winning story, “The Call cf the Cabin”, 
is published on page eight of this issue. 

Mrs. Jangrow received a $25 prize 
for her excellent work. Second prize 
winner was John Davis, an Assistant 
Editor from the Filters Department at 
the Marshall Street plant. 

Mr. Davis received a $15 award for 
a series of stories on fishing pub¬ 
lished in issues of the LOG during the 
spring and summer of 1954. 

The reporter awards were initiated 
early this year as a means of recog¬ 
nizing and awarding exceptional effort 
and writing achievement on the part 
of the LOG’s volunteer staff of repor¬ 
ters and assistant editors. 

Press deadline for this issue pre¬ 
cludes a fuller account of the banquet, 
but the December LOG will contain a 
full picture-and-text story of the affair. 


I wo outstanding new products of 
the company were singled out for 
awards by the Associated Industries of 
Massachusetts at its 39th annual meet¬ 
ing held on October 28 in Boston. These 
products were chosen from among 
some 300 submitted by more than 200 
concerns from the Bay State. 

Sprague Electric Company received 
a Merit Award for its Tantalex minia¬ 
ture hearing aid capacitor, which was 
developed and perfected at its plant in 
North Adams. The Company also re¬ 
ceived honorable mention for its fil 
mite ”B’’ resistor which is used in 
many electronic applications. This 
product is manufactured at our plant 
in Kingston, New York. 

The Sprague Electric Company was 
represented by Robert C. Sprague, 
Chairman of the Beard and Treasurer, 
and Mrs. Sprague; Robert C. Sprague, 
Jr., Director of Employe and Com¬ 
munity Relations and M»s Sprague. Jr 
Mr. and Mrs. John D. Washburn, and 
Col. William Adams, President of 
Sprague Electric International, Ltd., 
and Mrs. Adams and Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert E. Kelley, at the afternoon 
ceremonies which opened the AIM 
Merit Court in the John Hancock build¬ 
ing in Boston. 

Mr. Robert C. Sprague, who served 
on the award jury of more than 20 
outstanding industrialists and engin¬ 
eers, also was one of two co-chairmen 
for the morning’s opening session. At 
other proceedings of the 39th annual 
meeting he was named Honorary Vice- 
President of the Associated Industries 
of Massachusetts. He previously had 
served as President of the association 
from 1951 to 1953. During his service 
as head of the organization, Mr. 
Sprague had a study made of the prob¬ 
lems facing industry in the state. Prior 
I to 1951, he served one year as vice 
I president and several years as a director. 

The 125 products which received 
awards are on exhibit and will be on 
display at the State House during the 
month of November, under the spon¬ 
sorship of the State Commerce De¬ 
partment. 

Let’s Talk Turkey! 

The cold statistics would indicate 
that while we eat bountifully of turkey 
on Thanksgiving Day (and, in various 
vestigial varieties for several days 
afterward!), we eat sparingly of the 
fowl the rest of the year. 

The first white settlers in America — 
and long before them, the red Indians— 
found wild turkeys plentiful in the 
forests and one of the principal sources 
of their game meat. It is said that our 
modern turkeys are not, however, 
descendants of the wild ones that grac* 
ed the first Thanksgiving tables back in 
the fall of 1621 when the Pilgrims of 
Plymouth, Mass., observed a day of 
gratitude for God’s goodness to them 
and for the plentiful harvest, but rather 
of a few domestic fowl brought ovei 
from England as early as 1614. 
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EDITORIAL 


What does Thanksgiving mean to you? 

History considers it thus: A Thanksgiving Festival held by 
the Plymouth colonists, in 1621, in gratitude to God for a suc¬ 
cessful harvest and the ending of a difficult year. 

In succeeding years. New England colonists celebrated Thanks¬ 
giving in recognition of such happy events as good harvests and 
victories over the Indians. Following the signing of the Con¬ 
stitution in 1789, President Washington issued a first Thanks¬ 
giving proclamation. During the 19th century, increasing numbers 
of states observed the day annually, each appointing its own date. 
After many previous proclamations and much controversy. Con¬ 
gress in 1941, by joint resolutions approved by the President set 
the fourth Thursday of November as the Thanksgiving National 
Public Holiday. Today we celebrate it throughout the United 
States and Canada as a day of religious observance, set apart to 
give thanks for the blessings of the past year, as well as an occasion 
for bountiful dinners with family reunions and festivities in the 
home. 

Thanksgiving has become tradition! Traditions are deep-rooted, 
and the roots of Thanksgiving lie deeply buried in a past that is 
wondrous in the annals of our world. 

Our thanks go to those who long preceded us. those who opened 
this magnificent land, those who developed it and its resources to 
a point unparallelled and unimagined by the standards of the rest 
of the world, those who have given to mankind from their vision 
a new concept of freedom. 

Can we make our thanks speak louder and longer than simple 
lip-service, delivered on the fourth Thursday of each November? 
Can we take up our heritage of free and untrammeled rights as 
individuals and continue to forge with them an even greater future 
for us and our nation? 

Plymouth colonists—pioneers along the ever-westering trails 
that cut across our nation—20th Century citizens living with the 
great challenge of new frontiers of advancement: we all stand 
shoulder to shoulder on Thanksgiving. 

What does Thanksgiving mean to you? Can you make it speak? 
Can you make your thanks a living, moving force? 


Sprague Employes 
Very Active In 
Junior Chamber 

A large number of Sprague employes 
are playing an active roll in the newly i 
formed Northern Berkshire Junior 
Chamber of Commerce or Jaycees. The 
group received its charter on April 
28th of this year and thus became af 
filiated with the United States Junior 
Chamber of Commerce. The local orga 1 
nization has steadily increased its mem¬ 
bership to the present total of sixty-two. 
with nineteen of its members being 
Sprague employes. 

They are: Robert Smith. President; 
Ernest Jones. External Vice President; 
Bernard Garceau. Board of Directors; 
William Kirby. Chairman Program 
Committee; Paul Garnish. Program 
Committee; Kenneth Haskins, Member 
ship & Personnel Committee; Joseph 
Venerus, Chairman Social Committee: 
Robert Petri. Safety Committee; Jack 
Doyle. Youth Activities Committee; | 
Roland Dexter. Treasurer ;|John Adams. 
Chairman. Finance Committee; Don¬ 
ald Millberry. Finance Committee; 
Gino Piantoni. Civic Improvement I 
Committee; Raymond Johnson. Fin 
ance Committee; Richard Morin. Civic 
Improvement Committee; John Crase. 
Safety Committee; Alfred Neven and 
Leonard Levandahl. 

The Jaycees were formed under the 
guidance of the Pittsfield Junior 
Chamber which was the sponsoring 
chapter. It is a world-wide organ 
ization with twenty-five hundred chap¬ 
ters located in forty-eight different 
countries and the various projects they 
undertake are derived from the needs 
of their local areas. 

The purpose of this organization is to 
lend civic service, through the organ 
ized efforts of the young men of their 
community, and to promote the welfare 
of their community and its citizens 
through active, constructive projects. 
Also to provide the young men con 
stituting its membership, leadership 
training and civic consciousness in 
order to benefit their usefullness as 
citizens. The Northern Berkshire Jay- j 
cees are made up of residents of North 
Adams. Adams. Williamstown and 
Clarksburg, so a keen glimpse into the ) 
needs of various communities will be | 
i forthcoming. 

( In the comparatively short time of I 
I their existence, the local Jaycees have 
I successfully conducted a tennis school | 
! for children between the ages of eleven , 
and fourteen with a tctal of fifty-one 
! students completing the six week 
I course. On the Fourth of July, in an 
effort to reduce traffic fatalities, the | 
Jaycees placed a flower covered re- i 
moval cot at Monument Square with 
the following sign: "Speed Kills—Take 
| It Easy—There’s one To Fit You." 

> Recently. "Welcome to North Adams" 
signs were erected at the three main 
approaches to the city as a greeting for 
all our tourists. Grace cards with [ 
prayers for the three different religious 
faiths have been placed in schools and 
restaurants in North Adams. Adams. 


Service Awards 

Continued from Page 1 

Frederick H. Potter, Robert S. Teeple. 
Samuel S. McClure. John B. Ortman. 1 
and their wives. 

Other members of the Quarter Cen¬ 
tury Club. Miss Mary E. Avery, 
Messrs. Lewis Cronin. Henry Anderson ; 
and Ernest Purpura and their wives 
i have also received invitations, along 1 
j with Mr. and Mrs. John D. Washburn 
and Mr. and Mrs. Courtney W. 
Flanders. 

j Employes with 5 and 10 years service 
j will receive their pins in the weeks 
shortly following the dinner. 


l , ro)lncls Honored ISy .1.1. HI. 



Here are the two Sprague Electric components which were singled out 
for award at the recent Associated Industries of Massachusetts annual 
meeting in Boston. On the left is the Tantalex miniature hearing aid 
capacitor which was named for a Merit Award. At right, our Filmite 
“B” resistor, which received honorable mention. (See page 1 for story). 


and Williamstown. A vigorous "Get 
Out The Vote” campaign, with an 
airplane drop of 5000 leaflets as one of 
its features, was just completed for the 
November 2nd election. 

In the immediate future a "Voice Of 
Democracy" program will be carried 
out along with a radio feature entitled 
"The American Story". Also a Christ¬ 
mas lighting contest and a Christmas 
shopping tour to benefit needy children 
are in the offing. 

The Jaycees hold their regular bus¬ 
iness meeting on the third Wednesday 
of each month, and any young man be¬ 
tween the ages of twenty-one and 
thirty-five, who is interested in joining 
this constructive organization, is urged 
to attend one of these meetings or con 
tact any member. 


Ceramics Department 

by Millie Mativi 

Lena Grillone. Millie Mativi. Ida 
Gigliotti and Jerry Coyne recently 
spent a very nice weekend in New York 
at the Italian Girls Club. They all had 
a wonderful time Viola Tanguay 
spent a very enjoyable vacation visit 
ing with her daughter in Pennsylvania 
and we all enjoyed the candy that 
she brought back to us Theresa 
Paquin spent her vacation visiting 
points of interest in Canada Kitty 
Herzig enjoyed her vacation Our 
best wishes go to Mr. and Mrs. Dean 
who celebrated their eighth anniversary 


on October 28; to Mr. und Mrs. Alfred 
who celebrated their ninth anniversary 
on November 3; and to Mr and Mrs. 
Arthur Mativi who celebrated their 
sixteenth anniversary on November 5. 


Our deepest sympathy is extended to 
Nina Buda in the recent death of her 
mother. 


New Markets 

It used to be that business men first 
designed a product, and then set out 
to build a market for it. Today market¬ 
ing has a new approach. More and 
more, business is looking first at the 
market, and then designing a product 
for that market. 

One major product is apt to create 
a market for many others. Take tele 
vision, for example. Lots of people 
have got into the habit cf eating dinner 
in front of their TV sets and as one 
result, a whole new line of pottery has 
been designed and made: pottery that 
fits the lap. holds the cup on one side, 
and makes it easy to eat and be enter 
lained at the same time. 

Business is putting more time and 
money into market research and new 
marketing methods and they all add 
up to more goods and more jobs for 
cur growing population. 


SAFETY CORNER 


GOIN' HUNTING! — Know and Practice These Rules For Safety 



Unload and “break down” 
gun when carrying to and 
from the field. 

In the held always travel 
with the safety catch on. 
Keep the barrel pointed to¬ 
ward the ground or carried 
on shoulder pointed skyward. 
“Break” gun before climb¬ 
ing fences, stone walls or 
jumping ditches. Unload 
gun before getting into a 
boat. 

Be entirely certain of your 


(f/7 /s' 

target — never shoot at a 
noise; be sure other hunters 
are not in the range of fire, 
before you pull the trigger. 
Never point a gun at any¬ 
one; avoid horseplay. Do 
not lean on a gun or use it 
as a cane or support. Obey 
state laws by avoiding alco¬ 
holic drinks before or during 
shooting. 

Store firearms unloaded and 
“broken down” along with 
ammunition under lock or 
key. 

@ AMERICAN MUTUAL LIAB. INS. 
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Julian K. Sprague Speaks 


Sprague Products 
New TV Manual 
Is Off The Press 

The seventh edition of Sprague 
Products Company’s famous TV Re¬ 
placement Capacitor Manual, which is 
your local service man’s bible, is now 
off the press. 

The new manual is pocket sized for 
easy carrying in the pocket or in the 
tool kit, or it may be hung from a nail 
on the dealer’s wall. The new edition 
also boasts a very attractive format. 
Every manufacturer is listed alphabet 
ically, with Sprague replacement capac¬ 
itors fully described and cross-referenc¬ 
ed to the original part numbers. And 
here's a brand new feature . The manual 
shows how many models each capacitor 
is used in. making it an invaluable 
guide for stocking popular ratings. 

The new edition, containing 64 pages, 
covers replacement capacitors for 4,664 
models made since 1945 by 85 TV set 
manufacturers. Although it is a tre 
mendous job at great expense Sprague 
Products Company has consistently 
supplied the field with this much-need¬ 
ed information. This is in keeping with 
the Sprague policy of furnishing TV 
service dealers with top-quality pro¬ 
motional material to help them sell a 
top-quality product. 


Julian K. Sprague, President of Sprague Electric Company, delivered 
the principal address at the New North Adams hospital cornerstone¬ 
laying ceremonies which were held on October 30, 1954. Also present were 
Herbert B. Clark, hospital president, who paid tribute to the Sprague 
Company for its contribution of $354,000 to the hospital fund, asserting 
that “it would have been impossible to face the task’’ of the new build¬ 
ing without the aid of the Sprague Company; Rev. Dr. Victor B. Chic- 
oine, pastor of First Congregational church; Rev. John P. Donahue, 
pastor of St. Francis church, and Rabbi Edmund Neiss of United House 
of Israel. Mr. Sprague, recalling the history of the present hospital 
underlined the need for a new hospital and also praised the efforts of 
all who had contributed, individuals as well as industries. 



This month we present to you, two 
of our well known LOG reporters, 
Joan Horn, at the right, and Frances 
Miles, who are employed in Paper 
Rolling at the Beaver Street plant. 

Joan, a native of Adams, has done 
just a bit of travelling! Two summers 
ago she toured throughout the United 
States and parts of Mexico, stopping 
in each state along the way, visiting 
the numerous points of interest. She 
advises that it is a trip that everyone ( 
should sometime take. 

Though she likes to travel, she has 
many hobbies which occupy her spare 
time; such as hiking, fishing and roller 
skating. 

Joan has been with the company for 
the past four years. Last year she was 
asked by the LOG staff to be a reporter, 
and has been doing a fine job. Busy as 
she is, she never fails to take time to 
write up her monthly news and it is 
always in on time! She is capable, and 
friendly, and admired by her co-work 
'ers. 

Although Frances has been on our 
LOG Staff for only a short time she 
too, is doing a fine job. She has been 
with the company for five years, work 
ing three years in Industrial Oils at the 
Brown Street plant and two years in 
Paper Rolling at the Beaver Street 
plant. 

Born and brought up in North 
Adams, she lives on Prospect Street 
with her husband and three lovely 
children. 


She is a woman of many diversified 
interests. Besides caring for her family, 
she finds time to participate in sports 
among them; swimming, hunting and 
fishing. Painting is one of her hobbies, 
and she enjoys listening to classical 
music. How lucky we are to have such 
a versatile woman as one of our re¬ 
porters! 


Self-S abotage 

Recently an insurance executive re¬ 
ported that “self-sabotage” through 
accidents cost the American people 
more than the equivalent of equipping 
the entire U. S. Strategic Air Command 
including aircraft and bases. 

J. Dewey Dorsett, general manager 
of the Association of Casualty and 
Surety Companies, said that the 
$9,700,000,000 lost in 1953 as the re¬ 
sult of accidents of all types could have 
provided this country with more than 
100 fully equipped infantry divisions; 
100 aircraft carriers of the 45,000-ton 
Midway class, or 2,700 B-36 intercon¬ 
tinental bombers. 

He pointed out that had enemy 
sabotage caused these losses, an aroused 
public would have forced remedial 
action. 


II Original Members 

Mark Dept. Birthday 

On the evening of October 20, the 
eight original members of the Paper 
Rolling and Prokar Department of 
Brown Street, held a banquet at the 
Heartwellville Lodge celebrating the 
10th anniversary of the forming of 
their department. 

Those present were the following: 
Mabel Theriault, who 10 years ago 
came as instructor for the department 
at Brown Street, from the Beaver 
Street Paper Rolling department; 
Mary Messier, who has been with the 
Company since 1942; Mary Dilego, 
Marian Parrino, and Helen Cutler, 
who came in the fall of 1942, working 
in the Mica department for two years 
and then transferring in 1944 to the 
new department; Marie Martell, who 
came to the company in 1940; and 
Alice LaVerierre and Frances Karrey, 
who also came in 1942 and now are no 
longer with us. 

The department at Brown Street 
was started in 1944, during the war, 
when materials were difficult to secure, 
under the foremanship of Alfred (Pete) 
Law. Prokars and many other types of 
capacitors have since been introduced. 
The Department for the past several 
years has been under the able foreman- 
ship of Adolph (Jimmy) Zabek. 


We Owe Something 

It’s great to have original ideas; to 
be willing to go cn your own. But THE 
BLENDER reminds us that all of us 
owe a good deal to those who have gone 
before us: their “know how’’ has been 
passed along to us and we take it for 
granted. 

In every kind of work, men are 
what they are partly because of their 
own ability—and partly because of 
all the facts, techniques and ideas that 
have been handed along. 

For example, doctors don’t hesitate 
to give freely of their experience and 
advice to others in their profession. 
It’s one way they can pay off the debt 
they owe to those who helped them. 

Another way to pay off the debt 
we all owe to those who went before us 
—whatever our line is would be to 
take pains to do things right; to do 
justice to the “know how” we’ve in¬ 
herited. 


Art Mathews* 

SAFETY SALUTE 



We salute this month, the Paper pany since July of 1938 and has estab 
Impregnation department at the Bea- lished a very fine reputation for him 
ver Street plant which is under the sell The Gas Mask department at 
capable supervision of Casmer Ziemlak. Marshall Street was started under his 
foreman, and Charles Roy, Supervisor, foremanship. He served as foreman when 
who are pictured above. the Gas Mask and Incendiary Bomb 

This department has one of the finest departments opened at Brown Street 
safety records in the company, having and since 1938 he has also been fore- 
had no accidents for several years, man of the Paper Rolling department. 
There are a number of safety hazards I oday he is the head of the Paper Im 
in this department and employes are pregnation and Metal Clad Finishing 
constantly working with hot oil. hot departments at the Beaver Street 
wax, steam pressure and vacuum plant. 

pumps. Their record of safety is a During the past 16 years as heads of 
tribute to the employes’ constant a these many and varied departments, 
lertness. The department impregnates he has indoctrinated in his fellow-em 
and assembles metal clad paper ployes that they must be Safety Mind 
capacitors. ed! THINK! is his motto and the 

Mr. Ziemlak has been with the ccm- motto of those who work with him. 


Management Club Officers 



Recently installed as the new officers’ slate of the Sprague Electric 
Management Club are, top left, Harold E. Brafman, President; top 
right, Richard Trottier, Vice President; bottom left, Louis R. Larsen, 
Secretary; and bottom right, Joel Pierce, Treasurer. Named to serve on 
the organization’s Board of Control for the forthcoming year are John 
O’Connell, Kenneth Russell, T. J. Rondeau, Alfred Law, Alfred Boyer, 
Andrew Girgenti and Charles W. Dean. 
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DEPARTMENTAL NEWS . . . . 



Special Products Dept. 

by Nina Underwood 
Jerry Shartrand's birthday was cele¬ 
brated on October 26th with a turkey 
dinner. The girls presented her with a 
gift Ida Decoteau, Laurette Cler¬ 
mont. Phyllis Bartlett and Nina Under¬ 
wood attended Theresa Dabrowski’s 
wedding reception on October 16th at 
St. Stanislaw Hall in Adams Bruce 
Decoteau, son of Alcide and Ida De¬ 
coteau. celebrated his second birthday 
on October 13. The lucky little boy en¬ 
joyed two birthday cakes! The girls 
are glad to see Pete Rondeau back to 
work. Pete has recently been discharg¬ 
ed from the Army Toots Choquette. 
Laurette Clermont and Phyllis Bart 
lett enjoyed the basketball game at 
Adams High School between the Globe 
Trotters and the House of David. 
Phyllis became so excited that she lost 
her jacket. Guess the game was gcod! 


Small Order Metal Clad 

by Jane Paradise & Lorraine Duffy 
The entire department wants to wish 
John Gajda loads of luck on his new 
job We wish to welcome George 
Simon and Raymond Guyette to our 
department We were very glad to 
hear the good news that Avis Hitch¬ 
cock’s mother is feeling well once again 
A baby shower was held on October 
7 for Mert Gagne at Lorraine Duffy’s 
home. She rc:c;ved beautiful gifts. 
Best wishes from all of us... Mert Gagne 
left the department on September 30 
to await her first arrival. 


Our deepest sympathy is extended to 
Jane Dufresne on the recent death of 
her brother. 



Carolyn Jones, daughter of Bern¬ 
adette Jones of Molded Tubulars, 
is pictured with her dog, “High 
Noon”. “High Noon” has competed 
in field trials in Maine, Vermont, 
Massachusetts, Connecticut and 
New York. He has won 15 of his 18 
heats, coming in fourth in the 
Massachusetts Championship this 
year. 

Metal Clad Finish 

by Veronica Sobon & Doris Monette 
A stag and shower was held Saturday 
October 30 at the Eagle's Hall in honor 
of Miss Loja Gigliotti and Karl Briggs. 
The wedding will take place on Novem¬ 
ber 13 at St. Anthony’s Church at 9 
o'clock. Miss Gigliotti is the daughter 
of Mrs. Ruth Gigliotti and the groom- 
to-be is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Adam 
Briggs. Both are North Adams resi¬ 
dents and are employed by Sprague 
Electric at the Beaver Street plant 
A welcome is extended to Francis (Pete) 


Rondeau on his return from the service. 
He is back in our department. Wonder 
ful to have you back safe and sound, 
Pete! Mary Lepera is enjoying the 
Florida sunshine. Lucky girl! Our 
new bride. Mrs. Theresa Dabrowski. 
the former Miss Zappone is back to 
work after honeymooning in Canada 
Birthday wishes are extended to Bar¬ 
bara Campedelii and to Fred Suthers. | 

Paper Rolling (Day Shift) 
by Frances Miles and Joan Horn 

Plello everyone! Esther Shea says 
she has a new fur coat. We don't know 
Esther, we haven’t seen it yet. By the 
way. Esther sure does hate to get out 
of bed in the morning now. She has a 
new Spring Air mattress. Too bed. 
Esther! Has anyone ever noticed the 
similarity in looks between the little 
boy on the advertisement for Camp¬ 
bells soup and our Agnes! Poor Enis 
Franceschetti, the girls are always 
teasing her. Never leave you alone do 
they. Enis? Jane Harding is back to 
normal again? Her sister Ruth was in 
the hospital awaiting the arrival of the 
stork. Poor Jane, you would have I 
thought she should have been there for 
all the worrying she did. Everything’s 
okay now -Ruth had a 6 pound baby 
boy Ceil Meranti says she is not ( 
going to talk anymore! She might just 
get herself in trouble for she fears that 
we would put whatever she says in the 
LOG Two of our girls are learning 
to swim at the "YWell, one is float¬ 
ing. good work. Ellie Romeo! As for 
Joan Horn, well, she hasn't come up 
from underwater yet Good luck to j 
Pat Harding who has left us to await ! 
the arrival of the stork. Lena Solomon, 
Mary Troia. Enis Montagna, Gert | 
Pidgeon and Joan Horn recently had a 
dinner party at the Williams Inn for | 
Dot Trimarchi who is on leave also 
awaiting the arrival of the stork. Dot | 
was presented a gift. The girls almost 
didn’t have dinner as yours truly, Joan j 
Horn, forgot to make the reservations. 

Betty Goodermote and Clara Sen 
ecal are spending their vacations at 
home Emma Pudlo tried to give the 
hairdressers competition but from the 
looks of things the hairdressers are 
doing okay. Eh, Emma! Emma also 
made a stunning model for our depart- j 
ment, when she modeled her new dress. 
We elected her Mrs. Paper Rolling 
Mary Troia thinks so much of the 
wrenches she uses at work that she told 
her husband if he came between her and 
her wrenches, she would divorce him. 
Hang on tight, Mary! So long for 
now, see you next month. 


Bathtub Assembly 

by Marie Rose LaFlamme 
Welcome back to Lucy Sanecki, j 
Eleanor Charbonneau. Evangeline Du- t 
puis. Mary Burlingham. Valerie Pian- 
toni, Florence Martel, Shirley Maxwell, 
Mildred Sniezek and Marie Rose La- j 
Flamme. These girls had been trans¬ 
ferred to other departments during the 
summer months. . Jessie Menti is the 
proud aunt of a new nephew born on 
October 25... I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank Jessie for the 
splendid job she did in writing the De- | 
partment news during my absence. J 
Frances Foy has moved to Hall Street 
and is looking for a person to tab her [ 
cabinets so that she will be able to find [ 
her things. Has anyone any suggestions ( 
to make it a little easier for Freddie and [ 
Fran? 

Block Annex 

by Esther Driscoll 
Alice Carpenter was greatly sur¬ 
prised last week; upon hearing little ! 
whimpers, she went to investigate and 



The five lassies pictured here are 
girl scouts from Troop Nine, North 
Adams. They are: Barbara Guisti, l 
whose mother works at Brown 

Street; Susan Millis, whose father 

works at Brown Street; Bernadette 
Mastroianni, whose father works 
in Maintenance; Patty Gattuso, 
whose mother works at Beaver 

Street; and Barbara Montagna, 
whose mother works at Brown 

Street. 

found that "Duchess”, her pet boxer 
dog, had acquired quite a family of 
puppies. Alice and her husband started 
to count them; there were not just four 
or five, but a startling total of 11. 
Mother and puppies are doing fine. 
Alice, you have some family now! 
Happy Anniversary to Yvonne Day t 
and her husband and also to our fore¬ 
man A1 Bergeron and his wife the 
date for both was October 11 Hallo 
ween has passed and no damage was 
reported in this department except the | 
soaping of windows—and we more or 
less expected that. Many attended 
parties —jolly times were had by all 
Crocheting is a major topic in our room. 
Right now it is handbags beautiful 
colors and all sizes. Of course, with 
Christmas just around the corner, many 
are making their gifts now. 


Paper Impregnation 

by Agnes Fitzgerald 
Glad to see Eva Thibodeau back 
after the very hard attack of virus she 
had. Red Bennet would have to be the 
next one out with a cold; that Red 
has to get everything! Neil Roy, 
daughter of our supervisor and an ar¬ 
dent stamp collector, is the proud 
owner of the Irish Marian year stamp. 

Agnes Fitzgerald has 2 souvenirs of 
the Marian Year, direct from Ireland. ; 

Small talk and doings at 7 a.m. each 
merning: Charles Roy—“Oh, gosh!" 
Joseph Downey—"top of the morning, 
girls!”—Eva —"O! Henry!”— Francis | 
Bennett -reading the London News— 
Joe Breda—looking for the best park¬ 
ing space—Harry Durant—checking 
on all the horses!—Joe Miller—looking | 
for new 4H Club members—Margaret 
Bridgeman—“Do you think I need my | 
umbrella?"— . . Carmella Scalise | 

wondering what more she can do to ( 
improve that lovely home of hers. We | 
know she has been deep in paint and 
alterations all summer. 


Sympathy is extended to Margaret 
Bridgeman on the recent death in her 
family. 


Metal Clad Assembly (nights) 

by Dot Sprague 

All the girls send their get-well J 
wishes to Mary Jane LaBonte who is 
in the hospital; and also to Gay Allard I 
who is waiting to go We want to 
welcome Kathy Holden and Betty! 
Gagne to our room. Hope you will like | 
working with us Mrs. Cain received | 
a nice pair of earrings from her friends 
on her birthday. Phil Smachetti is | 
feeling much better now that her 
daughter has her tonsils out. . We 
want to welcome Ann Adams back. 


She has been on sick leave It looks 
like winter is coming. Most of the girls 
are wearing their winter coats .Roma . 
is spending her vacation at home. 

pOWN STR Ee 

KVA Dept. 

by Frank Santelli 

Mr. and Mrs. Alibozek of Adams 
have just celebrated their 24th wedding 
anniversary. Out congratulations! Bill 
Passotti hunted in the Vermont woods j 
recently, but was merely out for the 
exercise. However, when Massachusetts 
opened its season the woods were soon 
missing a couple of squirrels We | 
wish to welcome Harry Logan to our 
department. He is now a new member I 
of our "Get a Deer This Year Club" 
Smiling Ace Sarnia is no longer a free 
man. Best of luck to you and your bride 
Frank Hollis no longer needs that 
push back and forth between Adams 
and North Adams now that he owns a 
new car. 



This young cowboy is Frank Bushy, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. George Bushy. 
George works in Building 15 Ware¬ 
house. Frank is astride Sydney, the 
family horse. 

Pulse Transformers 

by Alice Green and Lena Kerr 

Isabelle Lipinski became a grand 
mother again. A son was born on 
October 12 to her daughter. Cecil 
Doris Armstrong attended the Army- 
Dartmouth game on October 9 New 
girls in our Department are Beatrice 
Santelli, Mildred Lepak and Betty ( 
Barcomb. It's nice having you with us 1 
girls! Margaret Dickinson hasn’t 
taken the hint yet—we gave her an 
angel food cake tin. We expected a cake. 
How come, Margaret? We like the 
story of a mother in our room, who 
said her young daughter borrowed her 
dad's watch and put it around her 
kittens neck—just so the kitten would 
know what time to ccme home 
Mary Milos, Margaret Dickinson, Alice 
Green and Lena Kerr and their hus¬ 
bands enjoyed Halloween night. They 
had dinner at the Hilltop and dancing 
at Swistak’s. Why not make it more 
often girls? 


Network Dept. 

by Mae O’Neil and Marie LeMoine 

Dick Oakes was home on furlough 
for the first time since his enlistment. 
Dick came in to see his old friends in 
the plant. We don’t blame you for be¬ 
ing so proud of your two boys, Alta 
Marie LeMoine went to Worcester re¬ 
cently to see her daughter and son-in- 
law, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Barkam 
and, of course. Tommy, Jr., who sur¬ 
prised her with a new tooth. Marie 
motored there with Agnes Fitzgerald, 
her daughter, Mary, and Pat De¬ 
Marco. Agnes is employed at the 
Beaver Street plant. Mary is a junior 
at the College of Our Lady of the Elms 
in Chicopee, Mass. It was a very 
pleasant and enjoyable ride. . Con- 



Patti Ann LaBonte, pictured here, 
is the 4', months old daughter of 
Doris LaBonte of F.P. Ovens at 
Marshall Street. 


gratulations to our Supervisor. Bernie 
Stackpoole. for winning a $50 award 
for a suggestion he made Alma Pratt 
recently got her driving license. Be¬ 
ware! A supper was held in honor 
of our friend. Marge Green, at the Pine 
Brook Club recently and a good lime 
was had by all. She received many gifts 
and a purse of money. Kitty Bergeron 

and Bernie Stackpoole are both proud 
grandparents of a bouncing boy born 
to her son and his daughter recently 
I Welcome to our new helper, Bob Groves 
We would like to take this oppor¬ 
tunity to say "Congratulations" to 
Ace Sarnia on his recent marriage. May 
he have a life full of happiness Your 
reporter would like to thank Agnes 
Houghton and Mary O'Neil for the 
wonderful snacks they have been giving 
her in the hope that she may gain 
weight Cheer up girls. 1 may have a 
streamed line figure like yours some 
day. 


Our deepest sympathy is extended to 
Jack Shields on the recent death of his 
mother. 


Molded Tubulars 
Final Solder 

by Jeanette Cady & Marion Andrew 

The girls on the line enjoyed a Hallo¬ 
ween party recently at the home of 
Jean MacDonald and a good time was 
had by all. Doris Simon got a prize for 
the most original costume and we really 
had quite a time getting her outfitted 
in the car before going into the house. 
Marion Andrews has yet to learn that 
the dome light in the car goes out with 
the closing of the right door Susan 
Pollone also received a prize for the 
funniest. She kept everyone in suspense 
and no one could guess who she was. 
We would be willing to bet that she 
broke a time record in running from 
the corner of River and Veazie Streets 
to her home after the party. How about 
that. Sue?. Josephine Lamarre re¬ 
ceived a prize for the prettiest. She had 
a good costume. Mary Roy made her 
own costume and don’t know where 
she found the time. Clever Girl!. 
Susan Pollone enjoyed a week's vaca¬ 
tion visiting friends in Marlboro and 
Boston. . . Sylvia Beaudin spent a 
week in Boston visiting her daughter 
and new granddaughter...Agnes Rivers 
enjoyed her week’s vacation visiting 
relatives in Worcester. . . Frances Sic- 
iliano recently spent a weekend in New 
Hampshire. . Peggy Bartlett is back 
on nights. We sure miss you!, . .Best 
wishes to Hilda Nakutis and her hus- 
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I see "General Harold Twitchell” come 
walking in in his Army Reserve uniform 
We snap to attention, and he calmly 
says—"at ease" Plans are being 
made to have our XMAS party on 
December I I th and the way things 
are progressing it should be a real 
bang-up affair. Your reporter would 
like very much to receive scraps of 
news from the night force. How about 
it? A little cooperation HUH! 


Verne and Bernard both work in this 
department. Our congratulations go 
also to Frank Patterson and wife on 
the recent birth of their daughter. 
Frank works in Time Study. 


band on their 7th anniversary and to 
Jeanette Cady and her husband on 
their I Oth anniversary. The Nakutis's 
celebrated theirs on October 25th and 
the Cady’s on October 28th. 


Filters 

Betty Fleury and Marjorie Richer 

Welcome to all the new employes in 
our department Altie Jillson had 
quite a tour of the states on her vaca- 
i tions. She and three other girls went 
from Massachusetts to Pennsylvania 
then to Washington, next through the 
Shenandoah Valley of Virginia and 
then on to New York. The trip lasted 
eight days with the group stopping at 
various interesting points Joe Morin 
has been nominated as the “strong 
man" of the Filters Department 
We wish a speedy recovery to Martha 
Benoni's sister, who is in the hospital 
Eddy Rivers, Andy Konopka and Bill 
Harris will soon be taking off in a 
Flying Saucer for a trip to the moon. 

We are glad that daylight Saving Time 
is finally over; poor Joe Miller used to 
get out of work at quarter to five and 
when he got home to Petersburg. New 
York, it was only quarter past four. ! 
It must have been quite confusing es¬ 
pecially when it was time to rise in the 
morning Mary Scerbo is very proud 
of her new grandson. The proud father I 
is Raymond Scerbo of Ceramics 
It is nice having some of our old help 
back again to you a hearty welcome! 

Hurry and get well, Irene Stebbins, 
we miss you! Mazie Foley is very 
busy these days getting ready for her 
daughter Nancy’s wedding Ray Bel 
ding killed a two hundred pound bear 
in Somerset. Ray said that he fired I 
five shots to down the bear. Nice going 
Ray!. A1 Jones shot three coons and 
three rabbits in a very short time. He , 
donated the coons to the North Adams I 
Sportsmen's Club for * their Coon j 
supper. 


Wire Coating 

by Corena Tatro SE 

We are sorry to hear that Eva 
Faour's sister. Jo Ann Northrup, has 
been ill. Glad to hear she is better. 
Lucille and Norman Miller recently 
visited Geneva. New York to visit 
their son. Norman, Jr., at the Sampson 
Air Base. Norman has just about com¬ 
pleted his basic training and should 
soon be seen around here, proudly 
wearing the uniform of the Air Corps. 

Betty Jangrow has returned from 
a week's vacation. She shopped in 
Springfield and Greenfield, visited her 
folks in Southwich and visited the 
famous Vermont Country Store in 
Weston. Vermont. Betty tells us the 
store is a most interesting one Earl 
Washburn will have a busy election 
day. Earl is our good citizen! He al¬ 
ways lends a helping hand at the polls 
on election day Another late vaca 
tioner was Paul Sanford. He vacationed 
at home. 


Research and Engineering 

by Nora Christie 


Though it isn’t June, wedding bells 
are sure in the air this month! Willy 
Roland and Gloria Plumb are going 
to be married on November 12th. Last 
week Willy’s friends had quite a gay 
party for him Jim Hanson is getting 
married on November 22 in Boston to 
Rita Reed of that city. They will start 
married life in an apartment, and hope 
someday to have a home of their own. 

Al Torchia and Nancy Foley will be 
married on November 27 Don Rog 
ers is back from his vacation. He 
stayed in the vicinity of Rutland, 
Vermont and managed to bag a few 
partridges while hunting there We 


Michael, aged 2; Mickey, aged 6; 
and Chuck, aged 7'; are the child¬ 
ren of Pat Kline who works in the 
F.P. Ovens and Assembly depart¬ 
ment. Their aunt, Lucille Buda, 
formerly worked in the same de¬ 
partment. Their Uncle, Ted Gro¬ 
gan, works in the shipping depart¬ 
ment and their grandfather, Har¬ 
old Kline, is a driver of one of our 
Sprague trucks. 


Jean received many lovely gifts 
Welcome back to Sandy Carleton 
Triggs who recently returned to our 
department after serving a short time 
with the Women's Armed Services 
Birthday wishes are extended to 
Sylvia Borowski. 


the most outstanding. Her attire wt 
truthfully beyond description. Sh 
wore casual trousers, knee socks and 
most imbecillic mask which gave her 
"devil-may-care" look A speedy r« 
covery to Mrs. Mildred Canino wh 
recently underwent an operation. 


Our sincere sympathies are extended 
to Mrs. Maude Gingras and family in 
the recent death of Mr. Dennis Gingras. 


Employe and Community 
Relations 

by Mary Pat Riley 


sixteen 


Molded Tubular (2nd Shift) 

by Ruth A. Richmond 




Birthday wishes are extended to 
Fred Whitham who celebrated his on 
October 28 and to William Benedetti 
who celebrated his on November 5 
A welcome is extended to Jane Morrill 
and to Jack Doyle who have recently 
joined us. Hope you will enjoy working 
with us We will all be sorry to see 
Susie Slater leave. Susie leaves in two 
weeks for the "Lone - Star" state, 
Texas. Best of luck, Sue! Pam 
Christopher's husband. Art. has re- 
Margaret Barnard. Irene Bisson. Ev cently joined the Army Nancy Gould 
elyn Fletcher, Frances Lepera and has been quite busy lately travelling 
Celia Viall It is wonderful to have, to Colgate University for party week- 
the girls in such gay spirits. Already ends Monica Nowak has recently 
plans are under way for holiday parties, purchased a new car. It sure is nice 
It seems like old times! Joke: Ques- looking. Mon. If you see a red and 
tion Why did the little shoe feel bad?? white flash go by that will be Monica. 
Answer Because his mother was a Just don’t park it next to Mr. Flander s 
sneak, and his father was a loafer!!! car in the parking lot. Those colors! 


Factory Accounting, 
Payroll and Tabulating 

by Irene S. Dubreuil 


A/3c Harold Walden who is station¬ 
ed at Kessler Air Force Base, is the 
son of Pearl Walden of the Dry 
Tubular Finish department at 
Marshall Street. His sister Doris is 
employed in the Metal Clad de¬ 
partment at Beaver Street. 


The Payroll Department can boast 
of two very lovely brides during the 
month of October. Marlene Vokey 
Playden who was married on October 
9 and Arline Hebert Richer who was 
married on October 23. Everyone 
wishes Marlene and Ronny, and Ar 
line and Eddy, the very best of luck! 


Shipping 

by Cecile Trudeau 

(In the news) Philip Talarico of 
Traffic and Shipping has been elected 
second Vice-President of the newly 
formed Delta Nu Alpha Transportation 
Fraternity Shirley Adams' husband, 
Donald Adams, has been promoted to 
Corporal. He is stationed in Korea 
Mildred Waterman and Margaret 
Torrey have enjoyed vacations re¬ 
cently Ellen Crocker went to Nor¬ 
wich University, Northfield, Vermont 
for "Home-Coming Weekend". Her 
son, Alan, is a junior at Norwich 
Clara Bond spent a wonderful weekend 
in New York. While there she saw the 
Army-Columbia football game at Bakers 
Field. She saw her son parade onto the 
field with the West Point Cadets. He is 
a Plebe there Welcome back to work. 


Molded Tubular 
Section Solder 

by Amelia Koza 


sn. {tT 


Dry Tubular Finish i ’ 

by Marjorie Hauptfleisch ^ j 

A group of us from the department Arline Richer 

attended John Blake's and Gisella 

Piantoni's stag and shower. We also Welcome! to Marie Gibson Kirk 
attended the wedding. A good time was patrick who has come back to the Tab 
had by all at both affairs. Best of ulating Department and is again on the 
luck to both of you! John, who job. Marie brought in some pictures of 
was formerly of this department left us her son to show us. He really is a lovely 
a short while ago to work at Mount boy, Marie George Raymond, Bud j 
Hope Farm. Bernard Barbeau is now Mathieu and Ronnie Bush are making | 
out of the service. He spent 16 months plans to attend the Army-Navy game, 
in Korea. It is good to see you back, Hope you are successful in obtaining j 
Bernie and we are all looking forward tickets boys Helen Ciepiela is at 
to your working with us again . this writing taking the second week of 
tulations to Mr. and Mrs. Marjorie Hauptfleisch made quite a her vacation and is spending it at home 
lagnifico on the arrival of hit in her flashy yellow sweater. It Lou Larsen has stopped smoking 
daughter. Barbara was form- does something for her complexion!. . watch your candy bags! Ruth Brew- 
loyed in the Sales Office John LePage. our supervisor, has re- er has moved into her new apartment 
lations also to Mr. and Mrs. turned to work after a two week vaca- and can finally rest. Ruth can tell you 
rter. They are the proud tion Our congratulations to Ruth what a job that is! Welcome also to 
f a baby boy. A shower in Lisee on the birth of her son. We also Mildred Marchegiani, who has joined 
Jean Gingras was held at the extend our best wishes to Verne and the staff in the Factory Accounting 
Pat McCann on October 20. Bernard Lord on the birth of their son. Department We certainly love to 


Building 7 Offices 

Joan Paradis and Betty Bogus 


We wish to welcome Bob Marriott 
to the Production Planning Office. 
Hope you will like working with us. 


Sales Office 


LaPierre and Jane Delisle 


Miscellaneous Dry Rolling 

by John Gallese 
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O’Grady are bowling with other de¬ 
partments this year George and Mae 
O’Brien just returned from their vaca j 
tion which they spent in New York and ; 
Danbury, Connecticut One of the ! 
prizes given at the Joe Lipa Day event 
was won by Mary Currie. Wc would 
like to add that Joe Lipa Day was a 
huge success! Bob Markland is now 
in the chair business. How’s business, | 
Bob? Tony Babcock is very sad 1 
these days. I lis good friend Murphy 
was not elected. 


Office Service 

by Betty Recchia 

A welcome to Irene Babcock and 
George Parrino. We hope that you will 
both like working with us Sorry to 
lose our co-worker, Betty Horsfall, who 
is on leave of absence awaiting a blessed 
event. Betty was presented with gifts 
for the new arrival and also a beauti¬ 
fully decorated cake. Good luck. Betty! 
We miss you! We were all surprised 
and happy last week to see A1 I lorsfall 
who visited us on his return from 
Alaska. A1 is now at Camp Kilmer, 
awaiting his discharge. Good luck to 
you, Al, in whatever you take up when 
you return to civilian life It is good 
to have Ellen Horsfall, our super 
visor, back to work with us again after 
being on sick leave for two weeks. Not 
much of a vacation, was it Ellen? 
Mary Rotolo has just started to settle 
down from all the excitement at her 
house. She is the proud aunt of a new 
nephew, David Racet te, son of T heresa. 
formerly of the Accounting Depart¬ 
ment Art Rock though you have 
been with us for some time now we did 
not formally welcome you to our De¬ 
partment. Glad to have you aboard! 
We enjoy working with you Best of 
luck to Bill I larris who has been trans¬ 
ferred to Check Inspection. We were 
sorr' r to see you cro! Belated Birth 
day wishes to Jim Robinson and to 
Ellen Horsfall. 

Filter and Network 
Development Center 

by Julia Desrosiers 

We wish Ethel Murphy and Gladys 
Dubie many more happy anniversaries 
We are happy to have Alcide 
Dupuis back with us. I le has been on 
sick leave Everyone seems to be 
getting ready for Christmas. There is 
some very nice knitting being done by 
the girls. Jean Wheeler is crocheting. 
Ethel Murphy, Leah Critelli and Jean 
Wheeler are very good fudge makers. 
We’ve had proof of this evidence 
I larriett Sherman is very happy and 
proud of the Eagle Scout Award that 
her son. Ralph. Jr. (Biff), recently 
received. 

Dry Tubular Assembly 

by Peg Champagny and Gladys 
Sullivan 

When the first snow falls, we think 
of Thanksgiving and Christmas holi¬ 
days, which will soon be here. Christ 
mas parties are already being planned 
Right now there are still vacations 
to be reported on: Margaret Edwards 
vacationing at home; Rosilda Boucher 
—at home; Nadia Matney at home; 
George McLand -at home; Mary 
Farinon —at home A group of Claire 
Andrews’ co-workers surprised her with 
a miscellaneous shower on October 24 
at Dell Biaginis’ home. The decora¬ 
tions were done in gold and rose. A 
delicious luncheon was served and 
games were played. Claire received 
many beautiful gifts for her new home. 
Dell was certainly a grand hostess 
Congratulations to Ceil Wilk on the 
birth of her baby boy, Thomas. Now, 
Ceil, your two little girls will have a 
playmate! Millie Faustini is building 
a new home on the East Road in Adams 
and Julia Wolfrum is building on 


Goodrich Street in North Adams. 
Wonder who will be in their new home 
first? Good luck, girls! Alice Alber 
tazzi would like some information on a 
dentist who would make a set of den 
tures for her 14 year old cat who has 
no teeth. He is real tired of sipping 
chicken soup. 

Specifications Engineering 

by Lena Hurlbut and William 
Martin 

We all miss Mr. William Ross who 
is on sick leave. Hope to see him back 
with us soon Mary MacArthur went 
to Paul Smith College near Saranac 
Lake over the Halloween weekend, to 1 
attend the “Harvest Dance’’ Hazel 
Goodale spent her vacation at home, 
getting her drivers license and also a 
car Julie Lasson got her drivers 
license too, watch out for these 
women drivers! Dick Demo is mad 
at Eddie Fisher, can you guess why? 

Best wishes to Mr. and Mrs. Verne 
Hurlbut who will celebrate their 3rd 
anniversary on November 17. 



Shown here is Norman Miller Jr., 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Norman Miller. 
Norm’s dad is employed in the ' 
Prokar Polyester department. Nor¬ 
man, Jr. is now stationed at Samp¬ 
son Air Force Base. 

Prokar Polyester 

By Norman Miller 
Norman Roy Miller, son of Norman 
Miller. Prokar Department, and Lu 
cile Miller, Wire Coating, is stationed 
at Sampson Air Base for basic training. 
Norman graduated from Drury High 
School last June. His family and girl 
friend visited him on the weekend of 
November 6 . Now that Reggie Row 

ett is living on Florida Mountain, he is 
really “sitting on top of the world”. 


Executive Offices 

by Susan Cancro 
Alice Bratcher enjoyed her vacation 
very much had some nice weather 
for hunting Sally Hillard is vacation¬ 
ing the week of November 8. Guess she 
wants to be sure she doesn’t miss the 
Drury-Adams game The Cancro’s 
are busy moving into their home in 
Clarksburg and are very happy about 
it Arline Jeffers, sister and her 
husband and baby boy have come home 
from Germany. A very happy reunion! 

Sorry Terry Grosz was sick and glad 
she is feeling better now Leon Pike 
continues to show us some lovely 
souvenirs and pictures of his California 
visit. Not only did he have a wonderful 
time, but he has shared it with all of us. 
Our thanks! 

— 

F.P. Ovens and Assembly 

by Emily Gardzina and Marie 
Dubreuil 

Vacation time is just about over. We 
have quite a few who have just re¬ 
turned. Edith Fields, who was in 
Boston at the time of our last hurri¬ 
cane, Doris Harris spent hers in Higate, 
Vermont. Helen Daub went to New 


York. Margaret Daub went to Rhode 
Island where she visited Dot White- 
head who used to work in our depart 
ment, John Hickey went to New York. 
Emma Reardon. Marie Maxymillian. 
Florence Carsno, Evelyn Lyons and 
Florence McCauley also had vacations. 
Joe Messina spent his vacation in the 
hospital where he had an operation on 
his arm. What a vacation. Eh, Joe! 

Our department is picking up again, 
now that we have most of our girls 
back. They are Mary O’Brien. Berna¬ 
dette Vachereau, Dot Brooks, Gwen 
Geary, Yvcnne Daunais, and Dot 
Columbus Newcomers are: Doris 
Daniels, Jackie Cody and Gladys Mc¬ 
Bride All Irene Booth is talking 
about is her new trailer which she 
purchased a few weeks ago. She moved 
into it this week and she just loves it 
A pink and blue shower was held for 
Tony Mazzantini by the girls on the 
oven. Tony was a co-worker with us 
before she went on leave. She received 
many nice gifts The girls of the F.P. 
Ovens had a hallcween party which 
was held at the home of Rita Clifford. 
The room was decorated in orange and 
black streamers with Halloween dec 
orations all about. Games were enjoyed 
by all Our foreman, Frank Gassett 
is back again after having been out for 
a week with a cold. Glad to see you are 
feeling better. Frank Mrs. Carlow 
de La Garza, the former Yvette Con 
tois, is now stationed in Japan. Yvette 
is in the WAC. She worked in our de¬ 
partment before entering the service. 
We all wish her the best of luck! A 
son was born recently to Mrs. Dot 
Whitehead who formerly worked in 
the F.P. Ovens and Assembly. She is 
now living in Rhode Island. 


Our deepest sympathies to Irene 
O’Dell on the recent loss of her son. 
Norman. 


Purchasing 

by Lea Walden 

Two of the members of Purchasing 
were very proud when their daughters 
won first prizes for the prettiest cos¬ 
tumes at their annual school Hallo¬ 
ween parties. J. A. Oldham’s daughter, 
Kathy, was a very pretty George Wash 
ington with a red satin coat, knee 
breeches and a white wig. Kathy 
attended the Briggsville School party. 
My daughter. Ellen represented the 
nursery rhyme “Mary Had a Little 
Lamb”. She wore a blue organdy dress, 
ruffled pantalettes and a poke bonnet, 
and carried a little white lamb. Ellen 
attended the Notre Dame School party 
and, speaking of first prizes, our own 
Fran Saunders took first prize Wed¬ 
nesday, October 27th, with the same 
costume that Kathy wore! Mr. and 
Mrs. Joseph O’Keefe recently spent a 
week in New York City. Mr. and Mrs. 
R. A. Fairbanks spent several days of 
their vacation visiting friends in Spring- 
field Dolly Giroux and Lorraine 
Stefanski spent a pleasant but hectic 
weekend in New York City. 


Transistor Lab and Pilot 
Plant 

by Christine Andrews 

The Transistor Lab’s most serious 
discussion of the month centers cn the 
new 1955 model cars. The Lovelies 
prefer the pastels and push button 
shift but the strong silents will have 
nothing but the standard. A very cri¬ 
tical group, with plenty of technical 
opinions, but—no cash! We welcome 
to our lab three new members. Anita 
Wacker, as assistant to Leo Fedetow- 
ski. Anita’s husband, Charles Wacker 
is in the Advertising Department. 
Kathryn Church, from Pownal, Ver¬ 
mont, works with Kurt Schoeni as 
mathematician. Virginia Wilson is 
assisting Dr. Lehovec, while Barbara 
is on a short leave of absence. We all 
hope that Barbara will be completely 
well and able to join us full time soon 


Virginia Wilson was a busy girl starting 
her evening business classes, her new 
job and getting her husband. Pvt. 
Edward Wilson off to Texas in the 
Army Medical Corps all in the course 
of two weeks Foggy Rondot needs 
roller skates commuting from Trans 
istor Lab to Pilot Plant since she took 
over Shirley Choquette’s duties for 
Ray Hunicke The entire lab femin 
me staff prepared for Gloria Plumb’s 
shower at the 1896 I louse on Thursday, 
November 4. Her gift well be matched 
lingerie accessories for her going away 
outfit Jo Noetzel will do the honors 
and I’m sure with Jo’s perfect taste, 
Gloria will have the latest and best in 
style. Gloria will wed William Rowland 
of Williamstown on November 12th 
Roger Ottman was beaming over the 
snow flurries this morning. Good for 
skiing, you know. Since working with 
Roger, we all have greater respect for 
the white stuff that piles up outside the 
window in winter Your reporter will 
attend the November 6th conference 
in Boston of State Teachers College 
alumni with Catherine Daly of the 
Mark Hopkins Teaching Staff. 

Warehouse and Receiving 

by Shirley Cardonnell 

Halloween was celebrated in style 
with Barbara Armstrong putting up 
her unusual display of a witch in front 
of her home on Middle Road in Clarks¬ 
burg Harold Kline spent the second 
week of his vacation at home . With 
hunting season coming on, Jim I larvey 
will be tramping through the woods 
looking for a deer. Good luck, Jim. 
David Bresset is also going to spend 
his vacation hunting. 

Sprague Products 

by Virginia Gallese and Patricia 
Schabot 

Among the late vacationers we find 
that Doe Hurd spent the last week of 
her vacation shopping in New York 
and resting at home. . Margaret Lasher 
spent hers at home doing fall cleaning 
Millie Butler also did fall cleaning 
on her vacation From the sound of 
things you didn’t get much of a rest 
girls! Pat Nutting and Rose Mazzu en¬ 
joyed a week of relaxation at home and 
also did some shopping in Pittsfield 
Margaret Sweeney is off to New York, 
shopping and enjoying all the beautiful 
sights Looks like everyone is doing 
Christmas shopping early this year 
All agree that Rose Mazzu’s new hairdo 
is very stunning Ginger Gallese is 
going to Albany next weekend. Hope 
you enjoy yourself Ginger Pat Scha¬ 
bot spent a weekend in Boston visiting 
some friends. Glad to hear you enjoyed 
yourself. Pat Margaret Eccher is j 
going to spend the weekend at the ' 
University of Vermont as the guest of 
Russel Hubley. Hope that you have as 
much fun this time as you had the last 
time. Margaret We are all happy to 
hear that Cathy Trottier made a full 
recovery after her fall from a horse. 
Hope to see you riding again real soon. 
Cathy Nancy Kelly is the proud 
aunt of a nephew. Shaun Michael, born 
to Mr. and Mrs. William Kelly, Jr.. 
October I 7 We hear that Marie Roy 
is devoting her time to oil paintings 
while her husband is serving in the 
Navy Myrna Harvey’s aim is im¬ 
proving. She bagged a porcupine. 
Now she is heading for bigger game 
At this writing Marilyn LoPresto ex¬ 
pects her husband Joe home on a week’s 
leave Shirley Roberts husband, 
John, has just left for Japan for two 
years. She has joined our “Write Your 
Husband Daily Club” Rose Bua had 
a very enjoyable time visiting at the 
University of Massachusetts recently. 
She was the guest of Al Richards 
Jeanette Krzemenski is very proud of 
her husband Danny, who is doing well 
at Mechanics School. He is now sta¬ 
tioned at Fort Dix. We understand 
that Lorraine Lamoureaux's Hallo¬ 
ween party was a big success. Some of 


the costumes were very unique 
Virginia Spencer spent her week of 
vacation relaxing at home Helen 
Callah an spent a weekend in Boston 
just having a good time. Kay Connors’ 
brother, the Rev. Richard J. Shields, 
celebrated his fortieth anniversary of 
Ordi nation to the I loly Priesthood. 
Rev. Shields is a curate at St. Cecilia 
Church. Solvay, New York The cele 
bration took place on September 26 
Anniversary wishes go to Mr. and Mrs 
David Chicoine, the date being Nov 
ember 28. 

Our sincere sympathies go ( to Pat 
ricia Nutting on the death of her father. 
Mr. Andrew Nutting, on October 9. 


Flat Midget Assembly 

by Carmela Mancuso 

Nickie Fulginiti, Carmela Mancuso 
and our foreman are all back from 
their vacations Joe Mantello and 
Maude Crews are on vacations now 
A welcome back to Marlene Roy 
Marlene has told us some very interest 
mg things about the service and also 
showed us some pictures Connie 
Simon is looking for a bushy tail for her 
son’s bicycle. She thought they were 
, rabbit’s tails but we know they’re 
I squirrel’s tails We see that old man 
winter is once again on its way and we 
all are getting ready for it. Many have 
| donned their winter coats. Soon we ll 
| be wearing boots, mittens and the like. 



September 18, 1954 Mr. and Mrs 
Theodore Szfranski Son 


October 5 Mr. and 

Mrs. 

James 

Charron Daughter 
October 8 Mr. and 

Mrs. 

Armen 

Fermanian Son 

October 14 Dr. and 

Mrs. George 

Shirn Daughter 

October 15 Mr. and 

Mrs. 

Milton 

Lavigne Daughter 
October 23 Mr. and 

Mrs. 

Frank 

Patterson Daughter 
October 25 Mr and 

Mrs. 

Paul 

Garnish Son 

October 28 Dr. and M 

rs. Ray Jack- 

son Daughter 

October 28 Mr. and 

Mrs. Joseph 


Magnifico Daughter 

October 29 Mr. and Mrs. Peter Le- 

Page Daughter 

November I Mr. and Mrs. Floyd 
Pratt Daughter 



October 

12 

Rena Koszelnik 

October 

13- 

Hilda Nakutis 

October 

18 

Bob Boyer 

October 

21 

Jean MacDonald 

October 

22 

Margaret Sherwood 

October 

26 

Jerry Shartrard 

October 

28 

Fred Whitham 

October 

30 

Roger Letourneau 

October 

30 

—Frank Stawarz 

October 

30 

Laurette Clermont 

October 

31 

Mary Veinotte 


November 2—Al Marsh 
November 2—Margaret Sweeney 
November 5 William Benedetti 
November 6—Lorette Toomey 
November 8-—Ann Tremblay 
November I I Mary Milos 
November 13 —Celia Viall 
November 14—Betty McConnell 
November 19—Anna Arabia 
November 20—William Martin 
November 23—Helen Murphy 
November 28 Mildred Butler 
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CAP Activation 

Ceremonies Held 


Civil Air Patrol Leaders 




More than 50 persons, including 
prominent leaders of the state and 
Northeast regional organization, at 
tended ceremonies on the evening of 
October I I at Harriman Airport mark 
ing the formal activation of the North¬ 
ern Berkshire Civil Air Patrol Squad 
ron. 

Climax of the program was the 
presentation of general orders to 
Captain Robert C. Sprague. Jr. who 
is Commanding Officer of the unit. 
The orders formally authorize the 
establishment of the group’s Senior 
Squadron and attached Cadet Squad- 


FOR SALE 

White gas range in good condition—reasonable price. Dial MO 3-6706 anytime. 
Pot stove for heating water. Good condition, reasonable price. Dial MO 2-2637. 


ABC 9 inch oil burner. In excellent condition, has been used two months- 
$40.00. May be seen at 66 Meadow Street, North Adams, after 4:00 P.M 
Glenwood range with four burners and large oven. Never been used. Contact 
5am Unsworth by dialing Brown Street extension 827 or MO 4-9581. 


camera. 


Two inside doors and one set of French doors. Reasonable. Dial MO 3-8524. 
time after 5:00 P.M. 


Lot on Cole Avenue in Williamstown. Dial MO 4 0055 anytime after 6:00 P.M 


Presentation of the orders was made 
to Captain Sprague by Colonel John 
B. Slate. Commanding Officer of the 
Massachusetts Wing of CAP. 

Other distinguished guests at the 
ceremonies included Colonel Cord 
Meyer of New York, who is Regional 
Director of CAP for the Northeastern 
states; Lt. Col. Herbert Orr, USAF. 
Regional Air Force CAP Liaison Offi¬ 
cer; and Major Richard Ashman. Air 
Force CAP Liaison Officer for the 
Wing. 

Col. Meyer, Lt. Col. Orr and their 
party flew to North Adams from New 
York City to take part. Col. Meyer, 
in remarks to the group, wished it 
success and hailed it for its efficient 
and outstanding growth to the present. 
Also attending were a group of officers 
of Group VII of the Massachusetts 
Wing, headed by Captain William 
Peloskey of Greenfield. Group Com¬ 
mander. 

Representing the community at the 
program were Mayor James Lilly and 
City Manager Robert Harp, who both 
extended a welcome to CAP 


Girl's bike 26 inch wheel. $20.00 Also boy’s small cart. $7.00. Or a reasonable 
•offer for either. Dial MO 3 7521. 


1947 -two door Plymouth sedan with radio and heater. In good condition. 
Please dial extension 366 Marshall Street. Marion Pinsonnault. 


Captain Robert C. Sprague, Jr., left, Commanding Officer of the Nor¬ 
thern Berkshire Squadron of the Civil Air Patrol, and Captain William 
Peloskey, Group Commander, discuss CAP flight matters at an October 
policy meeting held by the newly-activated local squadron. The North¬ 
ern Berkshire unit formally received its activation orders at New York 
City on October 30, and took part in ceremonies at Harriman Airport, 
North Adams, on November 11, marking the activation. Many employes 
of the Company are now on the unit’s roster of staff officers and senior 
members. 


Glenwood kitchen stove coal, gas or oil. Color -cream and tan. Also Thayer 
folding stroller. Color navy blue. Also workbench with wooden vise. 9 feet 
long and 24 inches wide. Also four oil drums and faucets. Dial MO 4-0834 or 

MO 2-2982. 

98 Oldsmobile convertible. 1950 model. Hydramatic drive —has all the Extras. 
Inquire at Dry Rolling department, Marshall Street, extension 323 and ask for 
Marika Sakellarides. 


com| 


SPORTS 


WANTED 

'Crib, in fair condition. Call Williamstown 826-W. 


by Margaret Greene 

Some eighty enthusiastic women 
turned out this *54-’55 season to make 
the Sprague Woman's Bowling League 
one of the finest in years. So generous 
was the turn out that the league has 
been forced to carry eight girls on each 
team, and institute a rotating system 
of play which leaves out two teams 
weekly. The women anticipate an en¬ 
joyable thirty weeks of bowling due to 
the fine cooperation from Clyde Len- 
tini, new owner of the Central Alleys 
and the keen interest and sportsman 
ship shown by the many new league j 
members. Look elsewhere on this page 
for the current league standings! 

The teams and their captains are as ' 
follows: 

TEAM CAPTAIN 

Industrial Oils Ann Heath 

Western Electric Gertrude Volpi 

Bloomerettes Carol Burdick 

I.B.M's Jean Chenail 

Resistorettes Blanche Harris 

Russellettes Dorothy DeGraff 

Sprague Keys Margaret Bastien 

The Dandies Phyllis Charron 

Coolerettes Justine Miner 

The Metal Maids 

Steffie Stefanopoulous 

The Sprague Woman’s Bowling 
League standings as of the week of 
October 26. 1954, are as follows: 




Iladdad 


I DO" NOTES 


Rosella Albrycht to Richard Gotzens 


October 14 Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
Veinotte I 5 years. 

October 16 Mr. and Mrs. George 
Matney 5 years 




October 22 Mr. and Mrs. Arthi 
Racette 


November 25 IS 
Konopka 25 ye: 


HIGH AVERAGE ON EACH TEAM 

Industrial Oils. Margaret Greene. 90 60 
Western Electric. Gert Volpi. 9 LOO 
Sprague Keys, Gloria Biondo, 85.10 
Bloomerettes. Dot Davis. 82.30 

I B M.. P. Douglas. 80.30 

Resistorettes. M. Bolton, 82.80 

Russellettes. Dot DeGraff. 88.14 
The Dandies. P. Charron. 83.15 
Coolerettes. J. Miner, 78.16 

Metal Maids. E. Jones. 83.70 


Mr. Robert C. Sprague, Jr., toastmaster, left, Albert Rowett, airport 
commission member, City Manager Robert H. Harp, second from right, 
and Vassily de Samsonow look on as George A. West, manager of the 
Harriman Airport, flips the switch to turn on the new $7,500 runway 
lights at the airport during brief ceremonies held on October 28. As 
toastmaster of the ceremonies, Mr. Sprague stated that with comple¬ 
tion of the lighting project, “The only real and needed improvement at 
this time is to extend the runway to a total of 3,500 feet.” The cost of 
the lights was shared by the Sprague Electric Company and the State 
Aeronautical Commission with the Company giving $4,500. 
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THE CALL OF THE CABIN 


By Betty Jangrow 



as I beheld the glorious day that 
greeted us. We were ready to go fishing. 

Rippling and shimmering beneath a 
warm spring sunshine ran the trout 
stream, regretfully abandoned last fall, 
again magnetically drawing my hus¬ 
band to its meandering length. 

We walked along its banks until it 
disappeared into the leafy twilight of 
thick alder bush to empty just beyond 
into a long, placid stretch of still water. 
Pausing momentarily to drink in the 
glorious uncultivated beauty of the 
scene, I saw upon the mirror like sur¬ 
face of the polished plane, a flash of 
silver engrave ever widening circles and 
to stir the brimming pool into satin 
motion. Thus entranced, and trembling 
slightly in anticipation of pleasant 
moments ahead, we baited our hooks 


for the flash of silver that ever and 


With the close of the LOCi Reporters' 
Feature Contest, we arc pleased to present 
the first prize winning story of the year. 
Betty Jangrow, author of the story, who 
is employed in the Wire Coating depart 
ment at Brown Street, has been asso¬ 
ciated with the LOG Staff for the past 
two years. She was presented a $25 cash 
award at the annual LOC Banquet which 
was held on November I 5 at the Clarks 
burg Sportsman s Club. 


One first rebels at the thought of 
trudging miles with a pack on ones 
back for the purpose of fishing, camp¬ 
ing, or hunting. It at first looks foolish 
in this day and age to leave all com 
forts behind and to deliberately con 
front the hardships incident to such a J 
life, even though it be but for a short | 
time. One wonders then, just why some | 
men continue to pursue such lonely, : 
strenuous hours when about them, and 
at close hand, exist a multitude of con ! 
veniences designed solely for their pleas¬ 
ure. But man. strangest and most 
puzzling of all enigmas, packs a load 
on his shoulders that would daunt a 
horse; walks miles over mountains; 
wades through mud up to his knees; 
battles the inclemencies of the weather; 
undergoes the insistent plague of mos¬ 
quitoes and deerflies in summer and 
the numbing cold of winter for the sake 
of a few solitary hours in the forest, 
far from civilization. 

Being a woman, and married to a 
man whose love of the out-of-doors is 
at times fanatical, I have over the years 
sought to reach a rational understand 
ing of my fresh air mate; to fathom his 
strange behavior, and the peculiar tug 
of the wilderness that insistently beck¬ 
ons him on. 

I well remember, with a tinge of self 
pity, the knowing pangs of jealousy 
and anger that I could not help but 
feel during our first years of married 
life whenever he left on one of his 
frequent excursions. Now, looking 
back over the years, I feel a little fool 
ish, just a little guilty, when I contem¬ 
plate the insensible emotional stirrings 
of young love and the shameful atti 
tudes that occurred each time he 
would answer the siren call of the cabin 
in the wilderness. 

With the passing of time I have 
sought desperately to learn the cause 
of his deep and abiding love of the 
forests and streams; of hunting and 
fishing. And now, at long last, I look 
with favor upon his weekend jaunts for 
I have found that his communion with 
nature has a real steadying influence 
upon his being, and upon his return he 
is ever more qualified for the active 
duties of everyday life. both physi¬ 
cally and mentally. 


To other women then, who find 
themselves as hopelessly involved with 
male companions of like nature as I do, 

I dedicate the following lines with a 
hope that they may serve to soothe to 
some degree, any disturbing emotional 
storms so prevalent with misunder 
standing, and to set forth personal 
opinions gathered and nurtured 
throughout my years of being married 
to a man who lives for the out-of-doors. 

To gather first hand knowledge of the , 
wilderness, I decided, one would have 
to experience some of it himself, and so 
upon occasions, I have ventured forth 
with my husband and studied first 
hand the mystic influence that settled 
around him as soon as paved highways 
were left behind. It was thus decided 
that I accompany my husband on a 
fishing trip and in due time the clock’s 
tireless arms had swept the appointed 
hours away and the evening of the 
thirtieth of April found us threading 
our way along the damp, solitary trail 
to camp The darkness thickened as 
we buried ourselves ever deeper into 
the comforting corridors of the lonely, 
inquiring wilderness. To me there was 
an ever increasing love of the silence 
that pervaded and permeated every 
fibre of my being as I trudged along 
this lonely trail through the purple 
twilight that divides the night from 
day. 

Indeed, all living things seemed so 
affected, an indescribable hush that 
hung over this wonderful cathedral 
urged me to pause lest the creaking 
of my packstrap desicrate the sacred 
stillness. The sun sank deeper now and 
the dancing, vaporish cloud of mos- 
1 quitoes dissolved into the thickening 
dusk. The dark irregular lines of forest 
became inky-black against the last 
faint pale light of the dying day. Over¬ 
head a first star twinkled in the cold 
sky and still I lingered and fingered my 
flashlight with a keen sense of sorrow 
that I must turn it on. Still I paused, 
and then seemingly by some great, 
kindly hand a cloud was pushed aside 
and the whole scene was bathed in the 
holy light of the moon, as if in answer 
to an unspoken prayer, and it was thus 
that we passed along the rest of the 
trail to camp. I was deeply impressed. 
So deeply impressed that I never for¬ 
got that trip with its lovely moonlight, 
the silent forests, the exhilarating pur¬ 
ity of the air. Indeed, now I knew some¬ 
thing of my husbands love of nature. 
There is no better ointment for the 
soul 

It seems that we have all but for¬ 
gotten how to walk; to know the exhil¬ 
aration of deep breathing; to know keen 
appetites acquired by strenuous exer¬ 
cise, and the deep, profound sleep in¬ 
duced by physical strain. It is an art 
that has been lost in the millions of 
motor cars that stream our highways. 
But that night I slept exceedingly well 
and upon arising I ate like a horse. 

I felt like yelling at the top of my lungs 


anon breaks the surface of water. 
Ahead is trout brook trout. And 
there is nothing that will quicken the 
pulse and send the true fisherman into 
such sheer ecstasy as the sight of 
speckled trout doing acrobatics in 
smooth water ahead. 

The slender, vibrant pole we hold is 
a little unsteady as we prepare tc make 
our first cast. Not from palsy or old 
age, but from the tense eager tremble 
of an unaccustomed tonic that courses, 
it seems, from the very depths of the 
water below. Scarce has that earthworm 
hit the water when the line goes taut 
and singing through the reel. We have 
made contact with that flash of silver. 
And, brief though that fight, a greater 
moment one seeks long to find. It is 
treasured beyond belief. Again I knew 
a moment and a reason for my hus¬ 
band’s love of nature. 



Although I do not take the same de¬ 
light in hustling off to the woods as 
my husband. I have at least sought to 
reach a perspective of his views and 
opinions. To him every season is the 
best time of year, whereas I am content 
to enjoy fishing during summer’s golden 
hours, leaving bee-hunting, deer hunt¬ 
ing, rabbit hunting and snowshoeing 
to his fancy. Indeed there is a contin¬ 
uous stream of events that urge him to 
his cabin, and I seek to encourage his 
sojourns there. 

Thus, over the years the cabin has 
cast its spell and its influence over my 
husband, and going there with him has 
enabled me to share some of his en¬ 
thusiasm. I could without much dif¬ 
ficulty, see the cabin as a shrine, even 
as he does; a shrine endowed with such 
divine, beneficial qualities; so all-em¬ 
bracing in its power for imparting mas¬ 
culine contentment and peace. Yes, the 
old camp is truly infectious in its 
subtle persuasive way. It seems, as 
time goes by, that the old camp dis¬ 
plays almost human characteristics and 
is hauntingly emotional in its attitudes 
as we come and go. 



Its two fires snap and crackle loudly, 
and flaunt forth their banners to the 
winds while we are there, and as dark 
ness settles down to enshroud with 
maternal care all living things, it ap 
pears quite human with its merry lights, 
and one knows that inside the old camp 
it is warm and cozy. As tales are told 
around its cheery fires on a winter’s 
night, it shares the telling and, although 
a good listener its weathered timbers 
snap occasionally or sigh with the 
wind. In summer as we sit quietly dur¬ 
ing the quietest part of the day on its 
porch it seems to doze with dog-like 
contentment in tune with the myriad 
insects that bob in the purple light. 

Weathered brown by the wind, rain, 
sleet, and snow; its ancient frame bent 
and settled, it resembles a lonely old 
man; a hermit in the hills far from the 
haunts of man to spend its time in 
gathering the wisdom of the passing of 
time and the elements, and imparting, 
with gracious alacrity, all that it has 
learned to those who would come to 
share in its meditations. 

And as we leave the aged camp we 
pause momentarily for a last glimpse of 
the old friend and we note how path 
etically sad and mournful it has be¬ 
come. Its windows stare dully out upon 
a world grown suddenly full of despair 
at our leaving. It is with a queer pecu¬ 
liar tug at our hearts that we leave. 
But, overcoming an unfeigned reluc¬ 
tance we depart and sadly thread our 
way through leafy corridors back to the 
pavements, buildings and machinations 
of man. 

Meanwhile as we earn our daily 
bread, dig our bit, and seek desperately 
to keep our economic obligations to a 
minimum, we find that our senile, 
weatherbeaten friend of the mountains; 
our shrine in the wilderness has become 
to our everlasting joy an influential 
steadying mental influence and a re¬ 
course to beneficial meditations 
Perhaps averting, and at least provid¬ 
ing, momentarily, a haven far from the 
complexities of modern living and the 
treacherous frustrations so prevalent 
today. 

Thus we find that the brown shack, 
being invested with human qualities 
through the wondrous powers of the 
imagination, has become at once to my 
husband, a teacher, high priest, psy¬ 
chiatrist, and friend. Is it any wonder 
then, that I do not induce my husband 
to stay away from its door? 
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